Name: ________________________________

Paraphrasing Strategies
Before Reading, Viewing, or Listening 

A. Gather information to preview the topic before reading, viewing, or listening. This will build your vocabulary and enrich your understanding of the topic.

While Reading, Viewing, or Listening 

B. Try to get the big picture of what the text/video/audio means. 

C. Monitor your comprehension. Ask yourself, "Do I know what this means? Do I know what is going on?" If not, go back to where you do understand and review if possible. If it is not possible, wait until the end and go back to review the whole thing again.

After Reading, Viewing, or Listening 

D. After first reading/viewing/listening, think about what the item means. Discuss your understandings with a friend.

E. Read, view, or listen to the item several times to fully understand it. Revise your understanding as needed. 

F. Note the main idea and supporting details to determine and confirm your understanding.

G. If there are unfamiliar words, look them up in a dictionary or thesaurus. 

H. Once you fully understand, set it aside and, without looking at it, verbalize what it means to you.

I. Without looking at the text/video or listening to the audio, write what it means to you.

J. Compare the original with what you wrote. If they are still too similar, revise as needed. 

K. Compare the original with what you wrote. Does your paraphrased statement have the same meaning as the original? If not, revise as needed.

Practice

Directions: Use the Paraphrasing Strategies above to help you paraphrase or put the following passage into your own words. After completing this practice exercise, review the video and paraphrase at least two important points. Share one with the class. Keep this handout to help you paraphrase resources you use throughout your research.
Passage: 

For most Americans, Timbuktu has long stood for nowhere, a place far, far away, probably in fiction. But deep in the West African nation of Mali, where the Savana grasslands meet the Sahara, lies Timbuktu. It's an impoverished town of about 30,000, most of them nomadic traders or subsistence farmers.
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